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Climate change in Eastern Europe: 

impacts, trends and projections  



 ENVSEC (UNECE, UNEP, OSCE, UNDP,  REC) project 

 The project aims to expand and further strengthen 

cooperative management in the Dniester River basin 

to address cross-border management of floods, taking 

into account both current climate variability and long-

term impacts of climate change on flood risks.  

 Partners: Plenipotentiaries of Ukraine and Moldova, 

Ministries of Environment,  State Water Committees 

  Duration: 3 years 

 http://www1.unece.org/ehlm/platform/display/Climate

Change/Dniester 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Some examples of activities… 
 

Reducing vulnerability to extreme floods and 

climate in the Dniester river basin (including 

Carpathian part of Dniester river basin):  

http://www1.unece.org/ehlm/platform/display/ClimateChange/Dniester
http://www1.unece.org/ehlm/platform/display/ClimateChange/Dniester


 Baseline studies for 2 countries (assessment of cc’ impacts, 

collecting data and information, projections development) 

 Modeling and scenario building for 2 selected rivers 

(frequency and magnitude of extreme floods) 

 Vulnerability assessment (identified the vulnerable areas,  

economic activities, ecosystems and populations at risk) 

 Floods risk maps (maps with prioritization of measures 

and areas for actions, different flood risk maps) 

 Adaptation and risk reduction measures (including finance) 

 Improved monitoring and forecast for transboundary 

floods (4 new automated flow stations and data exchange 

systems) 

 Capacity building on flood alerts and flood communication 

Recent accomplishments: 



Climate change in West Balkans:  

key findings, trend and projections 



Some examples of activities… 

 
Adaptation to the impacts of Climate 

Change for Reducing Security Risks in 

South Eastern Europe: 

 
 Analysis of priorities and hotspots 

 Support for regional cooperation and dialog on 

climate change scenarios and strategies 

 Awareness-raising activities 

 Draft of regional adaptation strategies for 

mountain areas in South Eastern Europe, evolve 

the dialog with the Alpine, Caucasus, Central 

Asian and Carpathian regions 



Some examples of activities… 

 
Transforming Risks into Cooperation in 

South Eastern Europe: 

 
Priority areas: 

 Management and reduction of trans-boundary risks 
from hazardous activities 

 Management of shared natural resources  

 Strengthening regional cooperation on 
environmental governance through participatory 
and informed decision making and implementation 
process 

 Adaptation to the impacts of climate change for 
reducing security risks in South Eastern Europe 



Other examples of regional 

initiatives… 

 The South-East European Climate Change 

Framework Action Plan for Adaptation 

 The EU Stabilization and Association process  

 The Alpine and Carpathian Conventions 

 

 

“Any new scheme designated to coordinate 

adaptation in the West Balkans would do well to 

consider the array of organizations, programmes, 

initiatives and agreements currently contributing 



Climate change in the South Caucasus: 

key findings, trends and projections 

 



Some examples of actions… 

 Cooperation for the protection and sustainable 

development of mountain regions in the South 

Caucasus: 

 

 Support and enhance the transboundary and sub-

regional cooperation in the mountain eco-region of 

the Caucasus in the field of protection, maintenance 

and sustainable development 

 Assessment of strengths and weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats  

 Conduction of stakeholder consultations, setting 

out priority issues for cooperation 



Climate change in Central Asia:  

key findings, trends and projections 

 



Some examples of activities… 

 In-depth assessment of environment and 

security linkages and impact in the Amu Darya 

River basin  

 A comprehensive study on glacial melting in 

Central Asia 

 In-depth assessment of environment and 

security hot spots in the Fergana-Ash-Khudjand 

triangle and adjacent areas 

 In-depth assessment of environment and 

security linkages and impact in the Eastern 

Caspian region of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan 



Climate change in Alps:  

key findings, trends and projections 

Air temperature     up to 2 ºC 

Precipitation No significant trends 

Glaciers     30-40%, surface area 

Snow cover     steadily since 1960’s 

Natural hazards     second half of 20th century 



Some examples of activities… 

 

- 4 EU Alpine Space co-funded projects in the 

European Territorial Cooperation 2007-2014 

 

- 2 running projects funded in the third call! 

 

- All projects are approved under Priority 3:  

Environment and risk Prevention 



More information… 

 on initiatives and  adaptation measures to climate 
change in the regions could be found in the publications 
that are available at the UNEP’ webpage : 

www.unep.at  

 

 and on: 

www.envsec.org 

www.zoinet.org 

 

 

http://www.unep.at/
http://www.envsec.org/
http://www.zoinet.org/

